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The Outcome of the Hague Conference. 

The Hague International Peace Conference closed 
on the 29th of July, having been in session two 
months and eleven days. At the closing session 
three conventions were adopted: First, a convention 
for the peaceful adjustment of international disputes ; 
second, a convention concerning the laws and cus- 
toms of warfare on land ; third, a convention for the 
adaptation to maritime warfare of the principles of 
the Geneva Convention of August 22, 1864. The 
first and third of these conventions are given in full 
on subsequent pages of this number of the Advocate 
of Peace. The convention for the peaceful adjust- 
ment of international disputes by means of mediation, 
commissions of inquiry and an international court, 
was signed at the final sitting by the representatives 
of sixteen nations ; the convention concerning the 



laws and customs of war, by those of fifteen ; and 
that extending the Geneva Convention to maritime 
warfare, also by those of fifteen. In the most of these 
cases signature under instructions from the govern- 
ments at home is equivalent to ratification. In the 
case of our own country the Senate must give its 
adherence by a two-thirds vote before the conventions 
can go into effect. Formal ratifications of the con- 
ventions are to be made at The Hague before the 1st 
of January next. It is expected that practically all 
the other powers represented in the Conference will 
sign the Conventions, after having carefully examined 
them. 

Besides these Conventions the Conference adopted 
three declarations, which will have to undergo ratifi- 
cation in like manner. By the first of these " the 
contracting powers forbid to themselves the employ- 
ment of bullets which easily expand or flatten in the 
human body, such as bullets with a hard casing which 
does not entirely cover the inside, or those with in- 
cisions." By the second "the contracting powers 
consent, for a period of five years, to prohibit the 
throwing of projectiles and explosives from balloons 
or in other new analogous ways." By the third, they 
" prohibit the employment of projectiles whose only 
aim is to emit asphyxiating or deleterious gases." 
These three declarations are subject to the provisions 
contained in Articles 11-14 of the Convention ex- 
tending the Red Cross Convention to maritime war- 
fare, given on page 194. The second and third of 
these declarations were voted against by the repre- 
sentatives of England and the United States. 

No provision was made by which the powers not 
represented in the Conference may become parties to 
these conventions and declarations. The subject was 
thoroughly discussed, but it was finally decided to 
leave the matter to the governments to arrange, by 
diplomatic negotiation, or otherwise, the conditions on 
which such adherence may take place. 

The Conference adopted unanimously the follow- 
ing resolution after the discussion of the subject of 
disarmament in committee: "The Conference con- 
siders that limitation of the military burdens which 
now weigh upon the world is greatly to be desired in 
the interests of the advancement of the material and 
moral well-being of humanity." 
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The following six expressions of wish were also 
voted, the first unanimously, the others nearly so : 

1. The Conference, taking into consideration the 
preliminary steps already taken by the Swiss Federal 
Government for the revision of the Geneva Conven- 
tion, expresses the wish that a special conference be 
called, to meet at an early date, whose object shall 
be the revision of this Convention. 

2. The Conference expresses the wish that the 
question of the rights and duties of neutrals may be 
put upon the program of a conference in the near 
future. 

3. The Conference expresses the wish that the 
questions such as it has examined relative to naval 
rifles and cannon, may be made the subject of inves- 
tigation by the governments with the view of arriving 
at an agreement concerning the use of new types 
and calibres. 

4. The Conference expresses the wish that the 
governments, taking account of the propositions made 
in the Conference, may have investigated the possi- 
bility of an agreement concerning the limitation of 
armed forces on land and sea, and of the war-budgets. 

5. The Conference expresses the wish that the 
proposition that private property at sea in time of 
war be declared inviolable be referred for examination 
to a subsequent conference. 

6. The Conference expresses the wish that the 
proposition for the regulation of the matter of the 
bombardment of ports, cities and villages by naval 
forces be referred for examination to a subsequent 
conference. 

The Immediate and the Future Results 
of the Conference. 

To the remarks in our last issue, written before the 
close of the Conference, it may not be inappropriate 
to add a few reflections. There was a good deal of 
enthusiasm among the delegates about their work 
when it was completed. Slow of heart to believe, at 
the beginning, what the prophets had written, they 
found when the final moment came that they had 
more than fulflled the highest expectations of even 
the advanced friends of peace. In the three conven- 
tions which they had drawn they had practically done 
the work of three conferences. The finest spirit of 
concord had prevailed throughout, and there was a 
general feeling among them that they had not only 
accomplished much, but also laid the foundation for 
much larger results in the time to come. The opinions 
of Mr. de Staal and of Andrew D. White, given else- 
where in this issue, fairly represent the general senti- 
ment of all the more conspicuous delegates and of the 
peace advocates who were at The Hague. Mr. W. 
H. de Beaufort, Dutch Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
said in his speech at the close of the Conference : 
" We live in a time when we must take even more 



account of the moral effect of a great measure than 
of its immediate material results. For us the mem- 
ory of your sojourn here will remain forever a lumi- 
nous spot in the annals of the country, because we 
have the firm conviction that your sojourn here has. 
opened a new era in the history of in ternationah rela- 
tions between the civilized peoples." 

Mr. Low's statement, made to Mr. Stead, that the 
Conference was more like the Parliament of Man 
than any that had ever before assembled, was a very 
modest statement. It is true that a considerable 
number of nations, probably entirely of their own 
choice, were not represented in it, but those which 
sent delegates stand, with their dependencies, for over 
twelve hundred millions of people, or more than four- 
fifths of the entire population of the globe. They 
represent, notwithstanding their remaining animalism, 
barbarism and greed, all that is highest and best in 
civilization. So that we may without exaggeration 
go beyond President Low and claim that the Confer- 
ence was in principle and largely in scope the veritable 
beginning of the Parliament of Man. 

The immediate results of the Conference are not 
exhausted by the three conventions, the three decla- 
rations and the six expressions of wish made. These 
are important, — supremely important is the constitu- 
tion of an international court, " instituting a perma- 
nent arbitral jurisdiction accessible to all in the heart 
of the independent powers, consecrating with inter- 
national accord the principles of equity and right on 
which rest the security of states and the well-being of 
peoples," as the preamble to the convention says. 
This great convention "recognizes the solidarity 
which unites the members of the society of civilized 
nations," and "the desirability of extending the 
empire of right and strengthening the sentiment of 
international justice," as the preamble further declares. 
But the immediate moral result is greater than even 
this convention, which is only an imperfect expres- 
sion of it. 

The Conference has proved that it is possible for 
the nations, in spite of their historic animosities, their 
sharply differing traditions, customs and languages, 
to meet together, on a basis of peace and confidence, 
and successfully consider their great common interests 
without ulterior motives. Multitudes of men said it 
could not be done ; that the effort would prove a 
farce. But it has been done, and the skeptics have 
been silenced. This is the great achievement — the 
widening, deepening and strengthening, the conse- 
crating, to use the Czar's term, of the new inter- 
national spirit which has been forming itself so rapidly 
in recent years. The public official demonstration of 
this spirit and the enlarged international sympathy 
and trust growing at once out of this demonstration 
are to be set at the head of the list of immediate 
accomplishments at The Hague. But for this the 
conventions and declarations would be cast aside 



